In her prologue, biologist Hope Jahren draws an extended parallel between human construction and natural growth, then juxtaposes humanity's destructive power with its ignorance of plant life, to reframe her scientific work as both urgent and universally accessible.Hope Jahren constructs an analogy between building a skyscraper and growing a leaf to illustrate how complex life process of plants are. She provided a series of action to explain how many steps it took during the construction process of a skyscraper (Line 11-12). By listing different phases of the construction, the author helps readers associate complexity with value, setting up the exploitation in the next paragraph. Jahren then listed the phases a leaf must endure during its life from "mining of the atmosphere" through "pigmentation" (Line17-18). By deliberately echoing the industrial language of the skyscraper passage, Jahren forces readers to grant the leaf the same respect they already gave the building, which helps them to understand how tough it is for plants to grow up and realize that this process doesn't seem to be as simple as they thought before. 
Having built the reader's admiration for the leaf, Jahren also made use of juxtaposition to contrast the action of human and the damage of the environment. In the line 21, Jahren said "People don't know how to make a leaf, but they know how to destroy one." By showing that people only know destruction instead of manufraction, Jahren juxtapose people's desire and plants' suffering, making readers begin to rethink the relationship of human and the nature. What's more, Jahren wrote that the number of leaves being ripped off each day is more than one trillion, and it seems that no one cares but "we should care". By giving "nobody cares" and "we should care", Jahren made people started to figure out the reason behind these sentences. By closing the prologue with "So let me tell you some stories, one scientist to another" (Par. 12), Jahren managed to make people to rethink their position to the plants and even to the world, making her work to become the answer toward these questions.
